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Project Background
1.1.

Project Background

1.1.1.

Purpose

Brazeau County’s Municipal Development Plan (MDP) sets out a policy framework
to help guide the County’s physical, social and economic development. It provides
clear and understandable direction for Brazeau County Council, staff, residents, property
owners, business owners, developers and adjacent municipalities so growth and development
can be successfully managed, opportunities optimized and a high quality of life achieved for all.
Plan Interpretation. Policies in this Plan contain key terms such as “shall, “should”, and
“may”. The interpretation of these terms is as follows:
Shall, Require, Must, or Will – directive terms indicate the
actions outlined are mandatory and apply to all situations.
Should – a directive term indicates a preferred outcome or
course of action but one is not mandatory.

At a population of 7,771 in 2016,
the County has nearly one oil well
for every resident

May – a permissive and/or discretionary term indicates a
choice in applying the policy.

BRAZEAU COUNTY MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

5

SECTION 1: Project BACKGROUND

1.1.2.

County Council Vision, Mission and Goals

Brazeau County Council undertook a long range visioning process which set a vision,
mission and goals for the County. This identifies what Council wants to achieve for the
community and shapes our organization, the programs and services we provide to our
residents. The objectives and policies of this Plan outline how the County will achieve
Council’s direction through land use decisions, development management and investment
in infrastructure and programs.

Vision:
Brazeau County fosters rural values, innovation, creativity, leadership
and is a place where a diverse economy offers quality of life for our
citizens.

Mission:
A spirit of community created through innovation and opportunities.
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Goals:

1

Brazeau County collaboration with Canadians has created economic
opportunity and prosperity for our community. We intentionally,
proactively network with Canadians to bring ideas and initiation back
to our citizens.
We actively engage industry to create economic opportunities contributing to both local
citizens and all of Canada, which spans from new options for agriculture to transitional
and traditional energy. Brazeau County seeks to be an incubator for forward thinking
ideas and ways those can be integrated beneficially into our community through programs, infrastructure and opportunities for private sector innovation projects.

2

Brazeau County has promoted and invested in innovation offering
incentives diversifying our local economy, rural values and through
opportunities reducing our environmental impact.
Our rural values support start up business options with the freedom to succeed and
welcome national and international companies to participate in our community.
We have invested in green energy programs, water and waste water upgrades, participate
in riparian programs such as Alternative Land Use Services, created a diversity of rural
housing options including tiny homes and encourage and support growth of our hamlets
and agri-business.

3

Brazeau County is strategically assigning financial and physical resources
to meet ongoing service delivery to ensure the success of our greater
community. It is important the County ensures we can build on the assets
we have while maintaining the expected levels of service.
Thoughtful growth planning, robust asset management programs and regional collaboration on key services assist the County’s rigorous budget process and build the argument
for our region as a secure investment for government funding.

4

Brazeau County has a land use bylaw and framework that consistently
guides development and promotes growth.
Our land use framework balances rural values and tradition with concepts of stewardship and innovation. We recognize the benefit of diversity among our communities,
resources and work to respect their uniqueness. We ensure responsible stewardship and
we understand the decisions we make today will echo for generations. We believe in acting
with integrity and are open and transparent in all activities and decisions. We respect our
citizens through active listening to deliver services fairly and respond appropriately.
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5

6

Come to Brazeau County to work, rest and play.
Our goal is for this to encompass all families and type of workers. The County actively
supports the oil and gas industry, agricultural, forestry and home based business growth.
We also work with industry and citizens to invest green energy development, diversification
of the economy into a natural tourism destination, and preservation of the North
Saskatchewan Headwaters. We believe everyone has the opportunity to find what they
need or want in Brazeau County.
Brazeau County is responsible to its citizenship and our citizens are
engaged in initiatives.
We engage our public through the most publically available and effective means and
media to garner participation from our public. The County ensures notifications cast a
wide net, utilize various digital and social media, provide for traditional news advertising,
and boots on the ground open houses and meetings.
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1.1.3.

Regional and Local Context

Brazeau County is a rural municipality located at the headwaters of the North Saskatchewan
River and central to the Cardium shale formation in west-central Alberta, as illustrated in
Map 1: Brazeau County Context. Situated between the Rocky Mountains and the provincial
capital of Edmonton, Brazeau County includes over 3,000 square kilometres of land,
encompasses a wide variety of soil conditions, landscapes and developments with portions
of the County in the Green and White Zones of Alberta.
The area of Brazeau County was originally under the jurisdiction of three neighbouring
municipalities. In the mid-1980s residents of southwest Parkland County and west Leduc
County had growing concerns over the significant distances from their municipal headquarters in Stony Plain and Leduc. After much lobbying, lands were severed from Parkland
County, Leduc County and Yellowhead County (then Improvement District No. 14) to create
Brazeau County in 1987.
Major contributors to economic growth are agriculture, forestry and oil and gas. While the
largest land use activity in the region is agriculture, the discovery of the Pembina Oil Fields
in 1953 led to the creation of an oil-based industry in Brazeau County. At a population of
7,771 in 2016, the County has nearly one oil well for every resident. The exploration,
extraction, processing and servicing of these oilfields represents the primary economic
base of Brazeau County. The County has invested in clean energy and diversifying our
economy through initiatives such as the Bio-Mile, tourism, solar panel purchasing and
hemp harvesting.
Brazeau County has a significant portion of Crown Land which provides endless recreation
opportunities, an emerging aggregate market and a high concentration of oil and gas
activity. Private land accounts for more of the County’s businesses, farming and residential
communities. Private land also accounts for a significant amount of natural resource
development such as gravel extraction and oil and gas facilities.
Brazeau County is part of three watersheds, the Brazeau River, North Saskatchewan River
and Pembina River. Much of the County’s White Area is dominated by the Boreal Forest
Natural Region, with mixedwood forests of aspen, balsam poplar, paper birch and Lodgepole pine. The topography is rolling hills along the north and south boundaries with level
areas in the central section. The North Saskatchewan and Pembina River Valleys have steep
slopes providing for viewscapes and recreational opportunities.
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1.1.4.

Statutory Context

The Municipal Government Act (MGA) requires all municipalities to adopt a Municipal
Development Plan (MDP) to guide future land use and development. It provides direction
for areas of the County without an Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) or Area Structure
Plan (ASP). However, all planning documents must still be consistent.

FIGURE 1 - Planning Framework in Alberta

There are also a number of non-statutory documents such as Brazeau County’s Minimum
Design Standards, Outdoor Recreation and Open Spaces Master Plan and Council policies
and procedures. The MDP is reviewed and updated every five (5) years or as requested by
County Council. This ensures it remains current with the needs of the community.
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The Alberta Land Use Framework sets out an approach to manage land in Alberta. As
shown in Figure 2: Planning Hierarchy, Brazeau County is part of the North Saskatchewan
Regional Plan area. This Regional Plan is not yet complete, however when it is the MDP
will be reviewed to ensure consistency. Brazeau County has several ASPs and will have
IDPs with each adjacent municipality as required by the MGA. These ASP and IDP areas
will guide the development of specific areas of the County. The Land Use Bylaw (LUB) is
an implementation tool though which the use and development of all lands in the County
are regulated.

FIGURE 2 - Planning Hierarchy
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1.2.

Community Context

1.2.1.

Population

Historically, Brazeau County has had a steady annual growth rate of 2% over the past two
decades. In the most recent census, the population of the County was 7,771. This is a 7.9%
increase in population from 2011. To project the population in the next two decades in the
County, three growth scenarios were considered:
++

A low annual growth rate of 0.5%: population in 2036: 8,586

++

A medium annual growth rate of 2%: population in 2036: 9,961

++

A high annual growth rate of 3%: population in 2036: 14,035

FIGURE 3 - Population Forecast

Using the medium growth rate corresponds to a projected population increase of
approximately 2,190 additional people by 2036. This translates into approximately 820
new dwellings required to house this additional population. How and where the County
grows is key to ensuring our community continues to have a high quality of life.
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1.2.2.

Employment and Education

How our residents are educated, trained and
employed is also an integral part of shaping
our County. In 2011, 20% of Brazeau County’s
population over 15 years of age had at least a
college diploma or certificate. For the Province
of Alberta, this number was more than double.
Of the County’s 20% population with higher
education, 13% have a college certificate of
diploma.
In 2011, the top industries for employed
labour force in Brazeau County were mining,
quarrying, and oil and gas extraction (20.6%),
agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting (10.8%)
and construction (9.8%). Compared to Alberta,
Brazeau County has significantly more people
employed in trades and agriculture.

1.2.3.

FIGURE 4 - Level of Education

Housing

There was 2,500 households reported in the County in 2011, 76% were single detached
houses and 24% are movable dwellings, which includes mobile and modular homes.
Compared to the provincial statistics, the County has significantly more movable dwellings.

FIGURE 5 - Forms of Housing
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1.3.

Public Consultation

Developing a Municipal Development Plan (MDP) is a significant process requiring the
dedication of stakeholders, including but not limited to County residents and business
owners, public administration and Council. A successful public consultation allows these
key players to work effectively in partnership to develop a common vision for the County.
A successful MDP turns vision into actions and results. The public engagement evolved
over 18 months, through four (4) distinct phases.

FIGURE 6 - Phases of the MDP
Update

1.4.

Phase 1 – Setting the Stage - August 2016 – December 2016

This phase focused on background research to ensure we built the foundation for the
MDP. This information was shared at public events and staff began receiving feedback
through surveys and interactive posters set up at the County office. Phase 1 included the
background of the MDP to ensure the community understood the project and how their
engagement and open communication is required. This included newsletter editions
throughout the fall and winter of 2016, Brazeau County’s website, Twitter and Facebook.
By the end of phase 1, a framework for the MDP had been developed and a table of
contents was established. Considerations for future land use strategies were discussed
and established.
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Phase 2 – Setting the Direction - January 2017 – April 2017
The outcomes of phase 2 were to engage the public, establish the future policy direction
for the MDP and determine how the County should grow. The MDP Team was on hand
to promote awareness and gather feedback on the project. To achieve this outcome,
we distributed surveys, set up MDP Information tables at public events such as Farmer’s
Markets and ALUS Open House, released media updates, posted short videos, held
barbeques and also published backgrounder reports on each MDP policy area.
To reach a wider audience, short animated videos were
created and shared on various digital and social media.
Each video used characters and interesting visuals to
provide information about what the MDP is, how the
update of the MDP affects them and how to have their say.
In addition, we used these characters to explain the different
policy areas in the MDP such as Agriculture, Residential and
Recreation and Tourism
During this phase we hosted a four (4) day MDP Charrette in which we invited stakeholders,
business owners, specialists,residents, government officials and Council to attend. There
were nine (9) policy workshops held which were: Agriculture, Employment Lands, Residential,
Recreation & Tourism, Hamlets, Ecosystem Goods & Services, Natural Resource Development, Intergovernmental Cooperation and Municipal Services. We asked attendees how
the current MDP could be updated to reflect our current values and vision for our County
then presented this information back to them making sure we got it right.
All of our events enabled stakeholders to provide meaningful input and be mutual authors
of our Municipal Development Plan.
Phase 3 – Sharing the Results - May 2017 – August 2017
During phase 3 we took the input we gathered in the previous two phases, and began
document development for our MDP Draft, which was presented to Council in August 2017.
Draft policies were introduced based on the information we gathered through phases 1
and 2, and the feedback we received from participants during the MDP Charrette. A “What
We Heard” document was released, summarizing the public engagement events held and
feedback received from stakeholders during phases 1 and 2.
Phase 4 – Finalizing the Plan - August 2017 – October 2017
Phase 4 was the final adoption of the MDP by Council followed by updates to the County
website, Facebook page and County newsletter.

BRAZEAU COUNTY MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

17

2

General Development
Policies

SECTION 2: GENERAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

2

General Development
Policies
2.1.

Area Structure Plans (ASPs)

Brazeau County uses ASPs and Neighbourhood Area Structure Plans (NASPs) for areas with
proposed multi-parcel subdivision and major development to ensure issues such as the
sequence of development, uses proposed and density of the development are addressed.
As shown in Map 2, there are many existing ASPs in the County providing direction for
future growth and development on a more site specific level than the MDP
2.1.1.

When an ASP or NASP is required, it must address the following:
++

The requirements of applicable provincial legislation and regulations, Brazeau
County subdivision and development regulations, the Brazeau County Land
Use Bylaw, applicable intermunicipal plans and servicing agreements, and the
policies of this Plan;

++

Existing and planned land use developments;

++

Density, siting, environmental protection, transportation access and municipal
servicing standards;

++

Soil and agricultural capabilities;

++

Historical, cultural and archaeological resources;

++

Hazardous and environmentally sensitive areas;

++

Setbacks for natural resource extraction sites, sewage lagoons, landfills or any
other development requiring buffering or space separation;

++

The dedication and creation of municipal reserve, municipal school reserve,
environmental reserve and environmental reserve easements;

++

Parks, trails, open spaces and amenities suitable to the proposed land uses;

++

The principles and recommendations of FireSmart;

++

Emergency response and preparedness plans; and

++

Any other issues Council deems appropriate.
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2.2.

Crown Lands

The western portion of the County contains a significant amount of Crown Land and is
designated as Green Zone. Policy guidance is included here as a means to plan an
approach for County collaboration with the Alberta Government to further the interests
of residents and industry. Brazeau County values the importance of these Crown Lands
for recreational use, industry and many other activities and has designated a Crown Lands
use class in the County’s Land Use Bylaw to help coordinate land use and development on
lands owned by the Crown.
Policies
Brazeau County shall:
2.2.1.

Ensure the leaseholder on the Crown Lands abides by the County’s Land Use Bylaw
regulations as well as the overall intent of the underlying policy area in which they
are located.

2.2.2.

Continue to work with the Province to be kept informed and involved in the Crown’s
decision making process.
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Brazeau County should:
2.2.3.

Encourage appropriate use of Crown Land and maintain the land use district
Crown Lands in the County’s Land Use Bylaw.

2.2.4.

Encourage the continued access to Crown Land areas when suitable for recreational
activities if they will not have adverse impact on the natural environment.
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2.3.

Dedicated Lands

Dedicated lands include environmental reserves to ensure steep slopes, wetlands, creeks
or other hazardous areas are not developed, municipal reserves to provide for parks and
open spaces and public utility lots for water, sewer and other services. These are taken at
the time of subdivision and are fundamental to the success of a community.
Policies
Brazeau County shall:
2.3.1.

Accept the full amount of municipal reserve it is entitled to according to the provisions of the MGA. This may be dedicated in the form of land, cash-in-lieu of land,
or a combination of both. Brazeau County will determine the exact composition of
municipal reserve dedication as each opportunity arises, guided by applicable ASPs
and County policies.

2.3.2.

Require all new multi-lot subdivisions demonstrate a municipal reserve dedication
strategy, including how proposed municipal reserve sites may link to adjacent lands
for linear parks and trails, to the satisfaction of the Subdivision Authority.

2.3.3.

Accept cash-in-lieu of land (or a combination of dedicated land and cash-in-lieu
of land) to be collected and dedicated if the size, location or condition of the land
being subdivided is not conducive to recreational use or will not provide a benefit
to County residents in accordance with the Outdoor Recreation and Open Spaces
Master Plan.

2.3.4.

Consult with the local school authority to ensure municipal school reserve dedications can meet the needs of current and planned student populations.

2.3.5.

Require the dedication of environmental reserve or environmental reserve easement to conserve and protect the following environmentally sensitive areas:

22

++

A minor body of water;

++

A natural drainage course;

++

A floodplain;

++

Shoreland;

++

A valley;

++

A steep slope; or

++

An unstable slope.
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2.3.6.

Require public utility lots be taken for dedicated public facilities when required by
an ASP.

Brazeau County should:
2.3.7.

Encourage the development of regional trail systems and park sites on environment reserve if it is safe and efficient to do so and impacts on the natural environment can be minimized or mitigated.
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2.4.

Hazard Lands and Development Constraints

Sour Gas Facilities
Brazeau County recognizes sour gas facilities and other potentially hazardous sites exist in
the municipality. The intent of the following policies is to describe measures to help ensure
development near sour gas facilities be located in areas where the potential to exposure
from sour gas and other potentially hazardous facilities is minimized.
Policies
Brazeau County shall:
2.4.1.

Not permit any development of any land use in close proximity to existing sour gas
facilities unless it conforms to the setback standards established by the AER.

2.4.2.

Increase setbacks required by the AER on a site specific basis if deemed necessary.

2.4.3.

Refer all subdivision and development proposals on sites near existing or potential
sour gas facilities to the AER for their review and comment.

Man Made Hazards
To ensure safe and orderly development in the vicinity of potentially hazardous sites is
achieved, man made hazards such as gas plants, pipelines, regional landfills and wastewater treatment facilities are identified in Map 3 - Man Made Constraints. Due to the number
of pipelines in the County, they are not included in Map 3.
Policies
Brazeau County shall:
2.4.4.

Not permit development of a residence area in the minimum distance setback prescribed in the Subdivision and Development Regulation.

2.4.5.

Increase minimum setbacks required in the above regulation if warranted based
upon relevant land use planning issues.

2.4.6.

Refer all emergency response plans to area emergency services such as the local
ambulance and firefighting authority for their review and comment.

Brazeau County should:
2.4.7.

24

Require, as part of the subdivision and development process, the submission of an
emergency response plan in a form acceptable to the County.
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SECTION 2: GENERAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

Natural Hazards
The presence of steep slopes, flood risk areas, high groundwater levels and forested lands
combined with occasional extreme weather activity make some areas of Brazeau County
susceptible to natural hazards. These areas are identified in Map 3: Man Made Constraints,
Map 4: Historical Wildfires, Map 5: Risk of Groundwater Contamination, Map 6: Wetlands,
Map 7: Steep Slopes and Map 8: TransAlta Flood Risk. Development in or near these areas
must be managed to reduce the impacts of natural hazards on people and property.
Brazeau County shall:
2.4.8.

Require development near natural hazard lands to identify constraints and
mitigation measures to reduce the risk of loss of life, property damage and
economic impacts in any development, subdivision or amendment application.

Brazeau County should:
2.4.9.

2.4.10.

26

Prepare a Climate Change Action Plan to address anticipated climatic changes in
Brazeau County including, but not limited to, changing patterns of precipitation,
rising average temperatures and more frequent ice, snow, hail or wind storms.
Encourage all development, subdivision or amendment applications to align with
FireSmart: Protecting Your Community from Wildfire design principles. Approvals of
such proposals may include conditions requiring the implementation of FireSmart
principles and fire prevention measures.
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2.5.

Historical Resources

Brazeau County recognizes the historical sites in the County and their contribution
to the development of our community. Notable historical sites in the County include
the Breton Plots site, Keystone Cemetery Road, Discovery Well Road and Bogey Hall.
Identifying these sites and ensuring development does not detrimentally impact them
is key to their preservation.
Policies
Brazeau County shall:
2.5.1.

Ensure identified and designated federal, provincial and municipal historic resources
are protected from adverse impacts associated with development and adjacent
land uses.

2.5.2.

Refer to Alberta Culture and Tourism for advice and information under the Historical
Resources Act for all significant subdivision and development applications.
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Development Concept

SECTION 3: DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT

3

Development Concept
The development concept is a high level vision for development in the County. Map 9 –
Future Development Concept outlines this vision and is divided into the following categories:
++

Hamlet Growth Nodes: Buck Creek, Cynthia, Lodgepole, Poplar Ridge, Rocky
Rapids and Violet Grove are Hamlets identified as areas for future growth
compatible with existing land uses.

++

Agricultural Priority Area: Lands with Class 1 and 2 soils will support the
prioritization of agricultural operations and their diversification.
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++

Residential: New residential development should be concentrated within
and around existing Hamlets and adjacent to existing multi-parcel residential
subdivision.

++

Employment Centers: New employment areas will be directed to existing
commercial and industrial areas or adjacent to these areas.

++

Recreation and Open Space: Seek to connect open space and recreational
areas with each other and to other key land uses as per the Brazeau County
Outdoor Recreation and Open Space Master Plan.
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In addition to the development concept, the following plans/maps shall guide the
nature of future development within Brazeau County and should be referred to by
Administration during development, subdivision and amendment approval process.
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++

Map 3: Man Made Constraints - Page 25

++

Map 4: TransAlta Flood Risk - Page 25

++

Map 5: Historical Wildfires - Page 27

++

Map 6: Risk of Groundwater Contamination - Page 27

++

Map 7: Wetlands - Page 28

++

Map 8: Steep Slope - Page 28

++

Brazeau County Outdoor Recreation and Open Space Master Plan
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4

Hamlets
The Hamlets in Brazeau County are important community centers for hamlet
residents and the outlying rural community. They provide for local shopping,
employment, recreation, institutional uses and meet a variety of housing needs. Each
of the County’s six hamlets plays an important part of our community’s unique history
and identity.

FIGURE 7 - Brazeau County Hamlets

During the consultation, we heard from hamlet residents,
business owners, and the surrounding community how our
hamlets play a vital role in the success of the County. Buck
Creek, Cynthia, Lodgepole, Poplar Ridge, Rocky Rapids and
Violet Grove are identified as growth hamlets to ensure
future development can provide for better access to recreation, additional retail stores, service stations and employment opportunities to provide for “Complete Communities”.

Complete communities are places
offering and supporting a variety of
lifestyle choices, providing opportunities
for people of all ages and abilities to
live, work, shop, learn and play in close
proximity to one another.
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4.1.

Objective: Promote and Encourage Residential Development and Growth in
Hamlets

4.1.1.

Development and redevelopment of lands in hamlets should be encouraged to
maximize their respective capacity for growth and seek to accommodate a variety
of residential density and affordability options, local commercial services, needed
institutional uses and appropriate employment uses.

4.1.2.

Growth of employment, recreational and institutional land uses in hamlets shall
be facilitated to ensure the community has desired local amenities, facilities and
services.

4.1.3.

Water and sanitary services shall be built and maintained in the hamlets to facilitate
planned growth opportunities, in collaboration with developers, as determined by
long term County servicing and design plans meeting Brazeau County’s Minimum
Design Standards.

4.2.

Objective: Area Structure Plans (ASPs) for each Hamlet will be Reviewed and
Maintained to Plan for Growth

4.2.1.

ASPs shall be maintained for each hamlet and will integrate safe and efficient highway and local road interfaces to accommodate planned traffic volumes.

4.2.2.

Designation and boundaries of any hamlet shall be reviewed and confirmed during
the amendment or review of any hamlet ASP.

4.2.3.

Brazeau County will consider expansion of existing services or introduction of new
services to a hamlet based on predicted growth and desired housing or industry
compositions set out in its ASP. Servicing extensions and the level of service
provided in or outside of designated hamlet boundaries to individual development
sites is at the discretion Brazeau County and must meet all Brazeau County Minimum Design Standards.

4.2.4.

Rural telecommunications shall be considered as a required public utility and a
desirable amenity in each hamlet. During the review of each hamlet ASP a strategy
to promote, install or enhance this public utility in each community will be explored
and addressed through development agreements with new development, industry
or County programs.

4.2.5.

Brazeau County shall recognize policy areas in each hamlet ASP for redevelopment
where infill housing or industry will be transitioned in a manner which is respectful
of the existing desirable characteristics of the community.
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4.2.6.

Policy areas shall be designated in each hamlet ASP for new growth opportunities
based on a logical extension of transportation, water, sewer, drainage and ecosystem related services maximizing each community’s ability to promote a variety
of housing choice, employment opportunities and the existing spectrum of recreational options.

4.2.7.

Future development shall be guided by the policies in IDP areas in addition to local
ASPs.

4.3.

Objective: Improving the Resiliency of our Hamlets

4.3.1.

Resiliency and community standards related provisions shall be prepared for
each hamlet ASP.

4.3.1.1.

Resiliency standards will consider the applicability of FireSmart, source water
protection, overland flooding and drainage or other hazards applicable in the
community.

4.3.1.2.

Community standard provisions will determine what requirements for landscaping,
outdoor storage, storage container, recreational vehicle storage, or other unsightly property provisions will be applied in each hamlet
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5

Agriculture
Agriculture and rural values are the heart of Brazeau County. It shapes our past
and present and will continue to define our future physical landscape and social surroundings
for generations. Agricultural operations in the County are highly diverse, both in term of
goods produced and methods used, and can be found in all areas of Brazeau County.
The productivity of lands for forage, livestock, cereals and specialty crops varies by
location. Parts of the County contain soils considered to be excellent for agricultural
production, while other portions are considered to be poor. Although the agricultural
abilities of land are different, all land in Brazeau County can accommodate some form
of valued agricultural development if cleared.
The majority of Brazeau County’s priority agricultural land is located in the eastern portion
of the County and is composed of Class 2 soils assessed by Land Suitability Rating System
(LSRS), as shown in Map 10. This determines suitability of land for crop production, based
on measurable qualities of soil, climate and landform.
The nature of any development should be determined by
Agri-business may include agricultural
the quality of the agricultural land it relates to and how it
support services, agri-tourism, agriculmay impact adjacent agricultural uses. By determining this
tural product processing and sales or
we can protect our agricultural operator’s ability to farm.
home occupations.
Our policies reflect the need to protect Class 1 and 2 soils
from direct development and multi-parcel subdivision.
However, the County recognizes the benefit of supporting
farming-related commercial activities to diversify and expand agricultural operations.
The County will support further fragmentation of land for associated agri-business within
the Agricultural Priority Area.
Stakeholders at the MDP Charrette indicated the need for programs such as the Alternative
Land Use Services (ALUS) program to protect farmland from subdivision or conversion to
non-agricultural use. ALUS projects demonstrate a strong commitment to environmental
stewardship through the implementation of soil conservation practices such as grassed
waterways and headlands, terraces and farmable berms. Options like this could minimize
the requirement for land dedications taken by the County.
5.1.

Objective: Minimize the Loss of Valuable Agricultural Land

5.1.1.

Lands which are Class 1 and 2 soils, as defined by the Land Suitability Rating System,
shall be designated as the Agricultural Priority Area, as shown in Map 9 Future
Development Concept.
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5.1.2.

A ‘first parcel out’ of a previously unsubdivided quarter section shall only be allowed
for farmstead purposes in the Agricultural Priority Area, but may support further
fragmentation for associated agri-business. Where an applicable ASP has been
adopted those policies will take precedent.

5.1.3.

The following criteria shall be considered when evaluating land use and development
applications proposing to subdivide lands in the Agricultural Priority Area and intact
quarter sections:
++

The quality of local soil conditions for agricultural production as determined by
LSRS or an individual soil test conducted by a qualified professional;

++

The presence of significant impediments to the practical use of the subject
land for agricultural production including, but not limited to, rocks, vegetation,
topography and water bodies;

++

The suitability of lands for the intended use including the evaluation of hazards
defined under the County Land Use Bylaw;

++

The potential impact of the proposed development on adjacent lands, municipal
services and infrastructure, and the natural environment;

++

The compatibility of the proposed development with adjacent land uses and
rural character of the surrounding area;

++

The potential constraints the proposed development may have on existing
agricultural operations;

++

The location of existing or planned natural resource extraction facilities; and

++

The availability and adequacy of servicing options.

5.1.4.

Primarily intact quarter sections in the Priority Agricultural Area shall not be
further fragmented, except in the case of Farmstead separations and to facilitate
the promotion of agri-business opportunities.

5.1.5.

Subdivision of a quarter section may be considered outside of the Agricultural
Priority Area if the proposal seeks to create:
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++

A farmstead with existing improvements;

++

A parcel for agricultural diversification or agri-business; or

++

The subdivision is supported by the residential policies of the MDP or an a
dopted ASP.
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5.1.6.

Subdivision of additional parcels from a quarter section may be considered for
the purpose of developing a public or quasi-public land use, institutional land use,
natural resource extraction or processing facility, or franchise utility facility.

5.1.7.

The location of residential parcels on adjacent quarter sections may be considered
to create residential nodes at roadway intersections in order to maximize the delivery
of infrastructure and services and should also consider placement of parcels to
lessen impact on existing agricultural operations or production.

5.2.

Objective: Provide Opportunities for Agricultural Diversification and
Enhancement

5.2.1.

5.2.2.
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Programs may be considered to protect farmland from subdivision or conversion
to non-agricultural use. These programs may include:
++

Conservation of riparian areas through conservation dedications, environmental
dedications or riparian preservation programs such as Alternative Land Use
Services.

++

Programs such as the Alternative Land Use Services program will be considered
by the County prior to other farmland and riparian retention options to minimize
the requirement for land dedications taken by the County for qualifying purposes.

Diversification opportunities for agri-business will be encouraged on agricultural
lands throughout the County, but will mitigate impact to existing surrounding
land uses.
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5.2.3.

Development of agricultural land uses on lands previously subdivided for nonagricultural uses shall be encouraged if they can safely and effectively accommodate
agricultural development.

5.2.4.

Properties previously subdivided for non-agricultural land uses shall be encouraged to consolidate for future agricultural development if the land can safely and
effectively
accommodate the proposed use.

5.2.5.

The sale of locally produced food and goods on privately owned lands shall be
encouraged throughout the county.

5.2.6.

The inclusion of agricultural operations on residential parcels for the purpose of
local or personal consumption shall be encouraged if the proposed agricultural
operation can be safely and effectively accommodated onsite and potential offsite
nuisances are properly managed.
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6

Residential
Brazeau County has continued to see a changing landscape from scattered
farmsteads to increasing numbers of country residential subdivisions and large
acreages. This growth has primarily occurred around the Town of Drayton Valley, however
a significant amount of the County’s subdivision applications are for large acreages taken
out of a quarter section. This change has provided more opportunities for residents to
age in place and more options for residential living in the County. The goal is to provide
for cost effective residential growth utilizing existing County infrastructure, while limiting
fragmentation to prime agricultural land.
To achieve this goal, existing residential development must
Aging in place refers to the opportunity
be maximized and new development encouraged on nonfor people to remain in their homes or
prime agricultural land and in close proximity to similar
communities for as long as possible
uses. Brazeau County recognizes the importance of providing
rather than moving to a new community
a variety of housing types and has included tiny homes as
that may better service their needs
a use class in its Land Use Bylaw to help remove barriers to
this alternative type of dwelling. A tiny house is a dwelling
under 800 ft2 and can be the primary or secondary dwelling
on a property and may form a tiny home district community.
They provide for an affordable alternative to typical single detached dwellings and
are encouraged in all residential districts.
Home occupations provide for local employment and are encouraged throughout
residential and agricultural areas. The County’s Land Use Bylaw has expanded the
opportunities for home occupations while ensuring the business use is compatible with
the surrounding uses. The County aims to promote the diversification of our economy by
allowing for businesses to coexist with residential development.
6.1.

Objective: Prioritize the Impact to Farming Operations when Converting
Agricultural Land to Residential

6.1.1.

Fragmentation of land shall be supported for residential or agricultural purposes of
up to 4 parcels per quarter section, including the remainder, without the requirement
for an ASP outside of the Agricultural Priority Area.

6.1.2.

Brazeau County encourages residential fragmentation of agricultural lands to be
located in a manner which minimizes impacts to current agricultural operations
while ensuring a developable building site of at least 1 contiguous acre.
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6.1.3.

6.2.

The maximum size of a farmstead parcel shall be determined by the subdivision
approving authority based on the developed farm site which may include site
improvements including existing dwellings, fencing, shelterbelts, accessory
buildings and onsite sewer or water services.

Objective: Encourage Residential Growth in Hamlets and Planned
Residential Areas

6.2.1.

Development of residential or agricultural subdivisions exceeding 4 parcels per
quarter section shall be guided by the preparation of an ASP or an ASP amendment.

6.2.2.

Planned residential development shall be supported:
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++

In designated hamlets;

++

In accordance with the policy of adopted IDPs and ASPs;

++

Adjacent to existing higher density residential developments including
neighbouring urban municipalities;

++

In proximity to existing or planned community services, schools, institutional
uses, parks, trails, open space or onsite amenities developed to support
residential growth;

++

Where paved road access is existing or to be installed by the developer; and

++

Where the logical extension of municipal water and sanitary services are
available.
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6.2.3.

ASPs shall be required to consider the establishment of communal services,
institutional uses, municipal parks, trails, and open space in accordance with
any other policies of Brazeau County.

6.2.4.

Brazeau County shall encourage infill subdivision or development in existing
multi-parcel residential developments if water, sewer, and transportation
networks are provided and access concerns do not negatively affect adjacent
lands or County services.

6.2.5.

Infill proposed in a multi-parcel residential development with an approved ASP
should also be consistent, in the opinion of the Subdivision Authority, with the
character of the established development as it relates to land use and building type.

6.2.6.

Development of manufactured home communities in hamlets and the IDP area
shall be encouraged if they can be adequately serviced by communal or municipal
water and sanitary services and emergency services, and include parks, trails
and open space for the design and density proposed to the satisfaction of the
Development Authority.

6.3.

Objective: Support Home Occupations in Residential Areas

6.3.1.

Development of home-based occupation uses in residential parcels should be
encouraged provided they are:
++

Consistent with the scale and character of the neighbourhood;

++

In conformance with the policies of any applicable ASP; and

++

Do not represent a potential land use conflict with adjacent land uses.
BRAZEAU COUNTY MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

49

SECTION 6: RESIDENTIAL

6.4.

Objective: Encourage a Variety of Accommodation Types

6.4.1.

Tiny home district communities shall be treated as a multi-parcel residential
subdivision for planning purposes relating to setbacks or requirements.

6.4.2.

Tiny home district communities will not require an ASP unless public infrastructure
is being assumed by the County.

6.4.3.

Tiny homes shall be considered in country residential areas as a second dwelling.

6.4.4.

Tiny homes may be considered in the Agricultural District as a principal residence
or second/additional residences.

6.4.5.

Tiny homes should be considered in relation to recreational or workforce housing
applications on a temporary basis, provided adequate water, sewer and access
issues are addressed.

6.4.6.

Tiny home district communities should be in designated hamlets provided they
meet Brazeau County servicing requirements and have appropriate architectural
guidelines proposed as part of a land use application, which will be enforced as a
condition of development approval.

6.4.7.

Development of cottage and resort housing and accommodations shall be encouraged
where a sufficient transportation network exists and where water and sanitary
services can safely and effectively be accommodated onsite.

6.4.8.

The development of secondary suites on residential parcels should be considered
where the developer addresses issues such as parking, water and sewer to the
satisfaction of the Development Authority.
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7

Employment Lands
There are a wide range of industries operating in Brazeau County including oil
and gas, agriculture, forestry, bio energy, and tourism. Each brings a variety of
opportunities for employment and business to the County. Major areas of employment
include the Poplar Ridge Industrial Park, Lauer Industrial Park and the Alsike Commercial
Node. Future industrial and commercial development will be encouraged to locate in or
adjacent to these planned employment areas, or in appropriate hamlets to utilize existing
infrastructure and services. Brazeau County encourages a wide range of employment
development provided it does not conflict with adjacent
land uses. As these employment opportunities expand,
the County will continue to support entrepreneurship,
innovation and economic diversification through the
County Council Goal 2:
provision of local services and infrastructure. Brazeau
Brazeau County has promoted and
County recognizes not all employment lands can occur
invested in innovation offering incentives
in planned areas and supports the opportunity for home
diversifying our local economy, rural
occupations, agri-business operations, or tourism
values and through opportunities
related businesses to locate in appropriate locations
reducing our environmental impact.
outside of these planned areas.
7.1.

Objective: Increase and Diversify the Economy
by Directing Growth to Strategic Locations in
the County

7.1.1.

Brazeau County shall support development of appropriate employment land uses
in hamlets and adjacent to existing or planned industrial and commercial parks.

7.1.2.

Industrial and commercial development outside of hamlets and planned industrial
or commercial parks shall only be allowed where:
++

Previously approved home occupations have grown into larger scale industrial
operations requiring an employment based land use designation;

++

Highway or road access and sufficient services have been developed by the
County to support industrial growth; or

++

Development setbacks, site constraints or other regulatory factors prohibit
residential development.
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7.1.3.

7.1.4.

Development of new industrial and commercial areas should be considered when
an ASP is provided addressing:
++

Transportation and emergency services

++

The provision of water and sanitary services and storm water management;

++

Potential impacts on adjacent and neighbouring land uses;

++

Impacts on the natural environment;

++

Provisions for municipal and environmental reserve;

++

Any other issues the Council deems appropriate; and

++

Proximity to highway infrastructure.

Development of industrial and commercial activities in the Agricultural
Priority Area should be allowed if the proposed development:
++

Is compatible with existing and planned adjacent land uses and land use
activities;

++

Is associated with an existing agricultural operation or home occupation,
the diversification of agriculture in the County or supports agri-business
opportunity; and

++

Does not negatively impact the quality and quantity of water to adjacent lands.
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7.1.5.

Any quarter section which proposes to have more than one employment lands operation, excluding home occupations, shall be required to prepare an ASP prior to
proceeding for land use redesignation or subdivision. Council may waive this ASP
requirement on an application specific basis at their discretion.

7.1.6.

All industrial and commercial development shall be required to incorporate onsite
measures to control potential offsite nuisances such as noise pollution, air quality,
dust, storm water management and visual appearances to the satisfaction of the
Development Authority to ensure the proposed development properly integrates
with surrounding land uses and landscapes.

7.2.

Objective: Encourage Diversification of the Economy through the Promotion
of Tourism Related Business

7.2.1.

Outside of the Agricultural Priority Area, Brazeau County shall support land use and
development opportunities for resort, recreation, tourism and hospitality services.

7.2.2.

Development of tourism and recreation commercial uses should be considered
on any lands in the County not designated as part of the Agricultural Priority Area
if it can safely and effectively support the proposed development. Brazeau County
may require the proponent to provide onsite measures to control potential offsite
nuisances to the satisfaction of the Development Authority to ensure the proposed
development properly integrates with surrounding land uses and landscapes.

7.2.3.

Brazeau County shall work with provincial departments to encourage and expand
tourism and recreational use of Crown Lands in its jurisdiction.
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7.3.

Objective: Promote Local Employment Opportunities Outside of Planned
Areas

7.3.1.

When outside of planned areas, commercial development should be encouraged
to locate along traffic corridors and at appropriate locations in hamlets.

7.3.2.

Development of home occupations shall be encouraged where the residential
property can safely and effectively accommodate the proposed business, and
where potential nuisances can be mitigated to the satisfaction of the Development
Authority.

7.3.3.

Home occupations in multi-parcel subdivision shall maintain a residential character
and may only be approved on a renewal cycle of 5 or less years.

7.3.4.

All major home occupations, industrial development or commercial development
uses associated with heavy vehicle traffic shall be encouraged to locate in 3.2 km of
a highway or in 1.6 km of an arterial or collector road. All development determined
by a Development Authority to generate heavy vehicle traffic may be required to
enter into a Road Use Agreement.
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8

Natural Resource
Development
Brazeau County has an abundance of natural resources, including gravel, sand, oil
and gas, forests, water bodies and many other exploration activities. Diversification
is a priority of Brazeau County and this is shown through the County’s support of initiatives
such as solar panel purchasing, industrial hemp production workshops and the expansion
of the Brazeau Hydroelectric Dam, which will more than double the electric generation
capacity and provide for hundreds of jobs. Growth and diversification of the County’s
natural resource sector is imperative to the continued success of the County’s economy,
however it must not unduly burden the community or the natural environment.
Brazeau County will work with provincial departments and agencies to ensure natural
resource extraction and exploration on privately owned land is conducted in a safe and
efficient manner, and does not place an excessive burden on the future growth and
development of neighbouring lands. Responsible natural resource extraction operations
effectively manage the environmental and offsite impacts of their operations while providing
local employment and economic growth. The County has already made steps to achieve
this by including a Crown Lands District in the Land Use Bylaw to ensure natural resource
extraction on private or public land is appropriate.
8.1.

Objective: Ensure Natural Resource Development Provides a Benefit to
Brazeau County

8.1.1.

Brazeau County shall ensure natural resource development is appropriate and
advantageous to the residents and visitors of Brazeau County. Brazeau County
supports extraction of natural resources and employment of residents.

8.1.2.

A gravel study and long term management strategy shall be undertaken to determine
location and amount of aggregate reserves by December 2018. Once completed,
policy shall be established regarding the protection and prioritization of these
reserves.

8.1.3.

Non-compatible types of development on or near these areas identified in the
gravel study shall be prohibited.
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8.2.

Objective: Encourage Responsible Extraction of Natural Resources and
Manage Offsite Impacts to Adjacent Land Uses

8.2.1.

Haul routes shall be discouraged from passing by multi-lot residential development
and public or quasi-public institutions.

8.2.2.

Natural resource extraction and processing operations developed on privately
owned land may be required to address setbacks to protect the proposed operation from adjacent land uses and natural features.

8.2.3.

Brazeau County will consider impacts to safety, tourism related service and adjacent land use issues when determining approvals on haul routes.

8.2.4.

Residential development and subdivision adjacent to existing haul routes and in
1.6 kilometres of NREP districts shall be discouraged. NREP development shall be
discouraged near multi-parcel residential areas.

8.2.5.

At the direction of Council, a public open house may be required prior to a public
hearing on NREP redesignation of land. Feedback from landowners within 1.6 km of
the site and along any public haul routes must be collected and provided to County
staff in advance of filing the report for the public hearing.
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9

Recreation and Tourism
Providing parks, open spaces and recreational opportunities are important
features when creating attractive and enjoyable communities. Brazeau County’s
outdoor recreation facilities, services and open spaces increase the quality of life, protect
the environment, promote economic development, and make Brazeau County a desirable
place to live, work, play and stay.
The Brazeau County Outdoor Recreation and Open Spaces Master Plan (Recreation Plan)
provides guidance and specific action items to develop a system of trails, campgrounds,
day-use areas and other outdoor recreation facilities, and manage open spaces in the
County. The goal of the Recreation Plan is to improve on existing recreational facilities and
tourism opportunities to promote the attractiveness of Brazeau County and improve the
quality of life for residents.
9.1.

Objective: Support the Initiatives Considered
in the Brazeau County Outdoor Recreation and
Open Spaces Master Plan (Recreation Plan)

County Council Goal 5:
Come to Brazeau County to
work, rest and play.

9.1.1.

Recreational land uses shall be directed outside of
the Agricultural Priority Area except where those
initiatives are supported in the Recreation Plan.

9.1.2.

The dedication and development of public lands shall be encouraged for the
construction of County owned recreation facilities and implementation of the
Recreation Plan.

9.1.3.

Brazeau County shall maintain a Recreation Plan to direct future camping, trails,
boating, park, and open space recreation development in the County.

9.2.

Objective: Support Provincial Parks and Public Areas in Brazeau County

9.2.1.

Brazeau County shall support all existing provincial parks and public recreation
areas and the creation of similar provincially-managed parks in the future if, in
the opinion of Brazeau County Council, the provincial park and/or recreation area
provides a benefit to Brazeau County residents.

9.2.2.

Brazeau County shall cooperate with provincial departments, agencies and
management councils in planning for new recreation facilities and tourism
developments in existing and future provincial parks, recreation areas and
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parcels of Crown Land if, in the opinion of Brazeau County Council, the proposed
development provides a benefit to Brazeau County residents.
9.2.3.

Brazeau County shall seek to maintain or improve safe and efficient public access
to Crown Lands, provincial parks and recreation areas for tourism and recreational
use.

9.2.4.

The regional needs and benefits for Brazeau County residents and businesses
shall be evaluated when reviewing opportunities for tourism and recreational
development throughout the County.
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10

Ecosystem Goods
& Services
Natural capital are resources such as land, air, water and biodiversity that yield
ecological goods and services, such as carbon sequestration, flood and drought resilience,
purification of air and water, and pollination of crops and other plants. In Brazeau County,
the significant natural capital areas are the North Saskatchewan, Pembina and Modeste
Rivers, riparian areas, wetlands, forested areas and other areas identified in Map 11 –
Environmentally Significant Areas. The County’s goal is to retain the quality and abundance
of ecological goods and services in the County, which provide recreation and health benefits
to County residents and visitors. The identification and conservation of these environmentally
sensitive areas is important as development pressures continue to grow. By requiring new
development to consider effective and appropriate conservation and management practices,
these ecologically significant features can be maintained for the present and future benefit
of residents and visitors of Brazeau County.
10.1.

Objective: Identify and Protect Important
Natural Areas to Retain Healthy Ecosystems

It is estimated the value of all the ecosystem goods and services generated
by one hectare of wetlands is between
$5,792 and $24,330 every year –
Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation
Action Plan.

10.1.1.

Brazeau County shall undertake an environmental
assessment by December 2018 addressing current
and historical wetlands, environmentally significant
areas, wildlife corridors and habitat connectivity,
groundwater, and other ecological considerations.

10.1.2.

Brazeau County shall establish criteria for culturally significant landscapes and
viewscapes, including historical school sites, and map these features accordingly
by December 2018.

10.1.3.

The protection and preservation of natural areas shall be required wherever possible by one or more of the following means: ER, MR, ERE, Conservation easements,
donations and bequests, covenants registered on title, acquisition through purchase or land trades.

10.1.4.

Lands dedicated as environmental reserve shall be required to remain in their
natural state except where parks and active transportation trails are developed to
provide regional trail systems and park sites. Parks and active transportation trails
in environmental reserve areas or environmental reserve easement areas shall
be developed to minimize their impact on natural environmental features, and to
reduce potential hazards for park and/or trail users.
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10.1.5.

Subdivision applications adjacent to water bodies shall be required to dedicate
a strip of land as environmental reserve or environmental reserve easement to
establish a buffer and to provide public access. The width of the required dedication
shall be established by the Subdivision Authority and shall not be less than 6
metres, in accordance with the provisions of the MGA.

10.1.6.

At the time of application for a multi-parcel subdivision Brazeau County may
request a 50 metre development setback from the top-of-bank of major rivers
and ravines to provide for an environmental buffer and recreation corridor.
This setback should generally consist of a 30 metre environmental reserve
dedication, with the balance taken as municipal reserve.

10.1.7.

Brazeau County shall consider the transfer of title of environmentally sensitive
areas to non-profit societies and organizations to effectively preserve and manage
these lands in the long term.

10.1.8.

Development shall not be permitted in areas prone to erosion, landslides,
subsidence, seasonal flooding or in the 1:100 flood plain, or any other natural
or human-induced hazards affecting the local environment. The boundaries of
these areas shall be identified by qualified professionals. Development on or
in close proximity to hazardous areas may be considered if supported by a
geotechnical analysis prepared by a qualified professional. The County may
consider recommendations by applicable provincial and federal departments
and agencies in determining setbacks from hazardous areas.

10.2.

Objective: Ensure Planning and Development Decisions Consider the Integrity
of Ecological Goods and Services

10.2.1.

Brazeau County shall draft and implement regulations regarding the requirement
for Biophysical Impact Assessments at the time of application for multi-lot subdivisions, commercial and industrial development.

10.2.2.

Brazeau County shall consider provincial Environmentally Significant Areas and Key
Wildlife and Biodiversity Zones, as shown on Map 11 – Environmentally Significant
Areas, at the time of application for all development, subdivision and amendment
applications.

10.2.3.

Significant tree stands in public areas owned and controlled by Brazeau County
shall be protected and retained wherever possible. Brazeau County shall consider
the conservation of significant tree stands on privately owned land when reviewing
land use and development applications.

10.2.4.

Brazeau County shall require evidence from a qualified professional that appropriate
restoration and remediation measures have been carried out on a property
containing environmental contaminants prior to issuing a development permit for
the subject area.
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11

Municipal Services
Brazeau County recognizes the quality of life for residents and the potential for
economic development is dependent on the provision of safe and affordable water and
sanitary services, management of storm water drainage, reliable telecommunication facilities,
recreation facilities and efficient transportation networks. Brazeau County is connected to
our regional neighbors by a series of provincial highways. Linking to these highways are
arterial, collector and local roads maintained by the County. Future growth and development
has guided the preparation of Map 12: Future Transportation Network, which accommodates
the County’s transportation needs.
Water, waste water and storm water systems are primarily
found in the County’s hamlets and surrounding the Town
of Drayton Valley. The future extension of these systems
depends on growth demands. Where municipal services
are available, the County will promote a concentrated
development pattern to reduce the cost of development
and maximize efficiency.

County Council Goal 3:
Brazeau County is strategically
assigning financial and physical
resources to meet ongoing service
delivery to ensure the success of
our greater community.

The Drayton Valley Municipal Airport is located in Brazeau
County and is an important transportation connection for
County residents and businesses. In order to provide for
the long term use of the airport as a transportation opportunity, the County must incorporate
the airport and its associated flight paths, noise exposure forecasts, and ancillary uses in
future plans.
11.1.

Objective: To Maintain a Safe, Effective and Efficient Transportation System

11.1.1.

Construction of all existing and future roads in the County shall be to appropriate
County standards.

11.1.2.

A Transportation Master Plan shall be prepared by Brazeau County to coordinate
the County’s future transportation network and roadway improvements.

11.1.3.

An asset management plan shall be prepared by Brazeau County to address the
development and maintenance of public roads and active transportation trails.

11.1.4.

Alberta Transportation shall be engaged when identifying access points along
provincial highways to accommodate future growth and development.
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11.1.5.

Development permits shall be referred to Alberta Transportation for comment
and review in accordance with the Subdivision and Development Regulation.

11.1.6.

Brazeau County shall ensure all new development has physical access to a County
maintained road.

11.1.7.

Development of access roads for natural resource extraction operations shall be
required to be constructed to a standard acceptable to the Development Authority.

11.1.8.

Commercial and industrial traffic shall be discouraged from travelling through
residential areas wherever possible. This may be achieved through the use of:

11.1.9.

++

Traffic calming measures to discourage commercial and industrial traffic
from utilizing certain transportation routes;

++

Signage; and

++

ASPs to establish a land use concept and transportation network to separate
residential land uses from commercial and industrial areas and traffic patterns.

Traffic calming measures shall be used to separate pedestrian, active
transportation and vehicular traffic.

11.1.10.

Brazeau County shall develop pedestrian and active transportation trails in road
right of ways and County road allowances where it is safe and efficient to do so.
Brazeau County shall have regard for existing and planned pedestrian and active
transportation trails when considering developing new trails in these right-ofway’s and allowances.

11.1.11.

Brazeau County shall consider consolidating accesses to provincial highways
and major transportation routes by utilizing service roads and easements
wherever practical.

11.1.12.

Brazeau County shall endeavor to cooperate with adjacent municipalities to
ensure the location and construction standards of all existing and future roads
transitioning between municipalities are safe and efficient.

11.2.

Objective: Ensure all new Applications Address Future Municipal,
Intermunicipal and Provincial Transportation Plans

11.2.1.
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All transportation dedication requirements shall be addressed or provided at the
time of subdivision approval, ASP, or the approval of a development application.
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11.2.2.

Alberta Transportation shall be encouraged to locate service roads to provide
access to lands fronting the highway:
++

At a location suitable to the landowner and the province (for lands intended
for future residential, industrial or highway commercial development under
the Brazeau County MDP or an applicable ASP); or

++

Along the common boundary of the section line of two quarters closest to
the provincial highway so both quarters may utilize the service road for
transportation access.

11.2.3.

Brazeau County shall engage with Alberta Transportation to ensure highway service
roads are constructed in a safe and effective manner and can effectively accommodate
existing and planned land uses.

11.2.4.

Brazeau County may require the preparation of a Traffic Impact Assessment prior
to the approval of any subdivision, statutory plan or Land Use Bylaw amendment in
order to evaluate the proposed developments’ impacts on the local transportation
network.

11.3.

Objective: Ensure Development Adjacent to the Drayton Valley Municipal
Airport does not Restrict its use or Potential to Expand

11.3.1.

Brazeau County may establish land use regulations to address the noise exposure
forecasts of the Drayton Valley Municipal Airport. These regulations should be
developed in consultation with Transport Canada.
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11.3.2.

Development of commercial, light industrial and airport-ancillary uses on airport
lands shall be encouraged.

11.3.3.

Brazeau County shall ensure roads adjacent to the Drayton Valley Municipal Airport
can safely and effectively accommodate traffic generated by the airport.

11.3.4.

Development proposals adjacent to airport lands shall be promoted if they seek to:

11.4.

++

Promote the long term viability of the airport;

++

Make efficient use of lands; and

++

Minimize the potential for land use conflicts.

Objective: Provide Safe Municipal Water, Waste Water and Storm Water
Services

11.4.1.

New multi-lot subdivisions shall be required to connect to existing services
where available. If existing services do not have sufficient capacity for the proposed
subdivision or development, it shall be the responsibility of the developer, either
individually and/or through endeavour to assist, to sufficiently expand these
services, or develop new ones, to the satisfaction of the Development Authority
and the Subdivision Authority.

11.4.2.

Brazeau County shall consider a range of water, sanitary and engineered storm
water servicing options for subdivisions proposed outside of the IDP Area, including
individual and communal servicing options.

11.4.3.

Cumulative effects of past, present and future development applications shall be
considered when reviewing potential servicing options for proposed multi-lot subdivisions.

11.4.4.

All reports, permits, licenses and other documents respecting water, sanitary and
storm water systems shall be considered prior to subdivision and/or plan approvals.

11.4.5.

All residential, industrial and commercial multi-lot subdivisions shall be required to
address storm water management to the satisfaction of the Development Authority
and all applicable provincial departments and agencies.

11.4.6.

Engineered storm water management systems using wetlands and bioswales as
storm water retention and/or hydrological recharge areas should be supported
by Brazeau County in the design of subdivisions.
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12

Intergovernmental
Cooperation
Brazeau County will work with all neighbouring municipalities, Indigenous
communities and other levels of government for regional issues including land
use, transportation, utilities, recreation, health and safety and social servicing.
Brazeau County is constantly exploring new ways to strengthen intermunicipal cooperation
to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of municipal plans, programs and services.
Standard procedures for intergovernmental circulation of key development projects in
fringe areas, cost and revenue sharing agreements and potential partnerships will be
established through various IDP’s with each municipality.
Brazeau County shares a border with the following counties:
++

Clearwater County

++

Leduc County

++

Parkland County

++

Wetaskiwin County

++

Yellowhead County

Brazeau County shares a border with the following urban municipalities:
++

Village of Breton

++

Town of Drayton Valley

In addition, Brazeau County shares a border with O’Chiese First Nations.
12.1.

Objective: Continue to Work Cooperatively with Intergovernmental
Neighbours

12.1.1.

Where no IDP exists, Brazeau County shall notify all adjacent municipalities of any
development or subdivision application proposed for lands in 800 metres (0.5
miles) of the adjacent municipality’s boundary at the receipt of the application and
will consider responses provided by the municipality in decision making processes.

12.1.2.

Brazeau County may establish fringe area designations on County lands
bordering other adjacent municipalities to address existing and anticipated
growth and development considerations.
BRAZEAU COUNTY MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

77

SECTION 12: INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION

12.1.3.

Brazeau County shall consider the statutory plans of adjacent municipalities when
coordinating the development of roads, municipal services and parks, and when
making land use and development decisions for lands adjacent to neighbouring
municipalities.

12.1.4.

Brazeau County shall notify Alberta Aboriginal Relations of proposed municipal land
use and development plans affecting crown land occur in 10 miles (16 kilometers)
of O’Chiese First Nation lands.

12.2.

Objective: Facilitate the Implementation of Existing and Future IDP’s

12.2.1.

Brazeau County shall recognize IDPs with any neighbouring municipality.

12.2.2.

Brazeau County shall notify adjacent municipalities of development or subdivision
applications as referenced in an IDP.

12.2.3.

Brazeau County shall regularly review all existing and future ASPs in IDP areas in
order to maintain a high level of local planning.

12.2.4.

In preparation of the requirement for Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework’s,
Brazeau County shall endeavor to prepare IDPs with neighbouring municipalities.
Brazeau County will consider preparing individual and/or group IDPs with neighbouring municipalities.

12.3.

Objective: Continue to Seek Partnerships with Neighbouring Jurisdictions

12.3.1.

Brazeau County may enter into partnerships with neighbouring municipalities in
order to provide local residents with a high quality of municipal services, infrastructure
and social programming.

12.3.2.

Brazeau County should pursue partnerships with adjacent municipalities with
regards to issues of mutual interest including transportation networks, watershed
protection and planning, regional growth corridors, protecting agricultural lands
and recreation.
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13

Implementation Strategy
This MDP will serve as the primary guide for future land use growth and development
decisions in Brazeau County. The objectives and policies of this Plan will be considered
in future budgeting processes, statutory and non-statutory plans, Land Use Bylaw amendments
and in the provision of municipal infrastructure, services and programs. The MDP should be
reviewed regularly to ensure the vision, goals, objectives and policies are current, effective
and support the ability of future generations to meet their own needs and attain a high
quality of life.
13.1.

Objective: Ensure the MDP Remains Effective and Responsible for Municipal
Land Use Decision Making and Policy Purposes

13.1.1.

This Plan should be reviewed at 5 year intervals, or as requested by Council, to
ensure the goals, objectives and policies remain current and effective.

13.1.2.

This Plan will be reviewed and updated within 5 years of the adoption of the North
Saskatchewan Regional Plan to ensure consistency with legislation.

13.1.3.

Amendments to this Plan will be considered and may be initiated by a landowner,
resident, Administration or County Council. Amendment proposals shall be closely
evaluated to ensure they will contribute to achieving the Plan’s objectives.
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13.1.4.

Any changes proposed to the MDP shall be presented to the Municipal Planning
Commission for a recommendation to Council prior to the Public Hearing.

13.1.5.

To fully implement the policies of this Plan, the following documents are
suggested to be prepared, reviewed and/or maintained:
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++

Gravel study and long term management strategy

++

Environmental assessment identifying current and historical wetlands,
environmentally significant areas, wildlife corridors and habitat connectivity,
groundwater, and other ecological considerations

++

Criteria and inventory of culturally significant landscapes and viewscapes

++

Asset management plan

++

Transportation Master Plan

++

Outdoor Recreation and Open Spaces Master Plan

++

Intermunicipal Development Plan with all adjacent municipalities

++

Inventory of commercial and industrial lands

++

Procedures for the relaxation of the thirty metre setback from the top-of-bank
of steep slopes and water courses

++

Agricultural land use analysis

++

Area Structure Plans

++

Land Use Bylaw

++

County policies
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