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Policy Statement
Brazeau County shall ensure that lands deemed environmentally sensitive are afforded
protection through the subdivision process in accordance with provincial regulation and
through the development of formal municipal policies.

Policy
Development places pressures on the natural environment. As land is converted from a raw to
a developed state, sloughs and creeks are filled, trees and vegetation removed and slopes and
banks contoured. This situation has led to the realization that not all land should be developed.

Certain environmentally sensitive lands should be conserved and protected for the greater
public good. Thus, the Alberta Planning Act provides for the dedication of "environmental
reserve", or ER. Specifically, the Act, as a condition of subdivision approval authorizes a
subdivision approving authority to require a landowner to dedicate to a municipality, without
compensation, area considered to be environmentally sensitive. These areas, in turn, must be
retained in their natural state, or alternatively, used only for park purposes.

Decisions involving environmental reserve dedication are complex and require the exercise of
judgement, based upon technical information and expert advice. For this reason, policies are
needed to guide the decision-making process, and ensure that it operates in a fair and
consistent manner. The following are the guidelines used by Council in making decisions
regarding environmental reserve dedication.
Environmental Reserve Common Definitions

For the purpose of this policy, the following definitions shall apply:
Council, in the context of these policies, means the elected Council of Brazeau County.

Floodplain means the area, usually lowland, adjoining the channel of a river, creek or other

waterbody, which has been or may be^^fered by water during a seasonal flood or a defined
annual flood, usually a 1 in 100 (l;^^)y^ar flood.
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Groundwater Recharge Area means lands that have the natural capacity to allow precipitation
and surficial water to infiltrate to the underlying aquifer. These areas are usually, but not
always, associated with a natural drainage course or minor waterbody.
Highwater Mark means the mark made by the action of water under natural conditions on the
short or bank of a body of water whereby the action has been so common and usual that it has
created a difference between the character of the vegetation, soil or debris on one side of the
mark and the other side. The area below the highwater mark is usually, but not always, owned
by the Crown.
Minor Waterbody means a lowlying, shallow area of water with no permanent direct source,
other than surface drainage and natural groundwater movement, that performs an important
hydrological function by contributing to groundwater recharge and reducing downstream
runoff during heavy rains. Minor waterbodies include sloughs, swamps, ponds and bogs and
their associated groundwater recharge area.
Natural Drainage Course means a depression in the landscape, formed through the eroding
action of water, that performs an important hydrological function by carrying runoff water
from surrounding areas to watercourse, by retarding the rate of flow of water adjacent to
flatland and reducing erosion, and by enhancing groundwater recharge and thereby increasing
the waterholding capacity of the soil. Natural drainage courses include ravines, coulees and
gullies and their associated groundwater recharge area.
Shoreland means the area immediately adjacent to a waterbody {e.g. lake, river, stream, etc.)

up to the highwater mark and containing flora and fauna essential and unique to the ecology of
the waterbody.

Steep Slope means lands containing a slope of 15 percent or greater, or a lesser slope where
instability Is detected.

Subdivision Approving Authority (SAA) means the Yellowhead Regional Planning Commission.

Top-of-the-Bank means the upper break of the bank defining the most distinct ridge of
topographic discontinuity in slope between the upper plateau and the valley wall.
Unstable Slope means lands of significant slope, usually associated with a river or creek valley,
that are unstable due to soil conditions, depth or bedrock or surface erosion and may pose a
hazard through slumping or disintegration.

Valley means the depressional area associated with a river or creek and characterized by a

continuous, definable valley wall, a steef^slof^^and a topographically distinct depression.
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A.

Environmental Reserve Dedication

The Planning Act provides for the dedication of environmental reserve in fairly narrow
and specific circumstances. These circumstances involve hydrologically sensitive lands
{i.e. natural drainage courses, waterbodies, floodplains, shorelines, valleys) and
geologically sensitive lands (i.e. steep slopes, unstable slopes). The Act also cites four
situations where the Subdivision Approving Authority (SAA) cannot require the
dedication of environmental reserve, despite the sensitivity or characteristics of the site.
Thus, the SAA must work within the definition of ER lands and the defined exceptions to
ER dedication in making it's decision.
Subsection 1: Exceptions to Environmental Reserve Dedication

In accordance with the Planning Act, the SAA shall not require the dedication of
environmental reserve where:

a)

only one lot is being subdivided from a previously unsubdivided quarter section
of land, despite the use and size of that lot,

b)

land is being subdivided into lots of 40 acres or more in size and the lots are to
be used solely for agricultural purposes,

c)

the land being subdivided is two acres or less in area, or

d)

environmental reserve was previously provided in respect of the land that is the
subject of the subdivision.

Subsection 2: Environmental Reserve Dedication

Subject to Subsection 1 above. Council shall recommend the dedication pf
environmental reserve to conserve and protect the following environmentally sensitive
areas:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

a minor waterbody
a natural drainage course
a floodplain
shoreland

a valley
a steep slope, or
an unstable slope
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unless it can be demonstrated, to the satisfaction of Council, that environmental reserve
dedication is unnecessary or impractical under the circumstances and the
environmentally sensitive area can be conserved and protected in a satisfactory
alternative manner.

Subsection 3: Future Dedication of Environmental Reserve

Where the provision of environmental reserve is considered to be appropriate at the
time of subdivision, to conserve and protect an environmentally sensitive area, but the
proposed subdivision falls under the exceptions stated in Subsection 1 above, Council
shall recommend that any new lot lines be aligned to accommodate the dedication of
environmental reserve upon the future subdivision of the subject lands.
Subsection 4: Environmental Reserve Setback

1.

Council shall recommend that environmental reserve encompass those lands
necessary to conserve and protect the environmentally sensitive area and to
provide public access to the environmentally sensitive area,

2.

Where an environmental reserve setback is considered necessary, the Council:

a)

shall require that it be 10m {33feet) in average width from the defined
boundary of the subject environmentally sensitive area (e.g. highwater
mark, top-of-the-bank, shoreline), unless it can be demonstrated, to the
satisfaction of Council, that a lesser width is appropriate, or

b)

may require that it be greater than 10m in average width where this is
considered appropriate, taking into account the scale of the
environmentally sensitive area or the nature of any hazardous or unsafe
conditions that exist.

B.

Environmental Reserve Decisions

Environmental reserve decisions are subjective, due to the changing nature of the
environment. Council and the SAA may therefore require, prior to making a decision,

geotechnical and hydrological information. Requiring such information will ensure that
its decisions are based upon sound engineering analysis, that regional and local interests

are taken into account and that if challen^-ec^

position is supportable from a technical

standpoint.
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Subsection 1: Information Requirements

Prior to making a decision on a subdivision w/ith the potential for environmental reserve
dedication, Council may require an applicant to submit:

a)

geotechnical information (e.g. slope stability tests; geomorphology studies),

b)

hydrological information {e.g. v\/ater table tests; floodplain reports),

c)

topographical information (e.g. contour maps, site constraint maps), or such
other information as is necessary to assess the environmental sensitivity of the
subject area.
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